Green Living @ CityU

ZHZEMS (Chinese Banyan)
Ficus microcarpa
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Chinese Banyan is an evergreen and native species in Hong Kong. It can grow up to 25
metres. The flowers of the Banyan free are figs which turn red when ripe and even
turn purple-black. There is a mutualistic relationship between the banyan trees and the
fig wasps. The fig wasps help pollination for fruiting while the figs provides a place for
the fig wasps to lay eggs. When the aerial roots reach the ground, they lignify and
grow info new "trunks" to support the broad tree crown. The tree roots can penetrate
even small gaps and sometimes damage the structure of buildings when they grow.
Chinese Banyan is also commonly found in the feng shui woods of Hong Kong's
indigenous villages.
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Common Name Chinese Banyan
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Botanical Name
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Family Moraceae
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Flowering Period May to December
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Fruiting Period May to December
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Where to find in CityU | Chinese Garden, Hillside Trail, Tak Chee Yuen,
Student Residence
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